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Red House to be
sold off for flats?

by Emily Retter
District Chief Reporter

Plans to sell Great Barr's historic Red
House have been confirmed this week -

dashi ng_:1 residents hopes for its future.

Coundil chiefs have recommended the property be
sold and re-developed, in a document reveded ex
clusively totheObserver. ) )

Obtained using the Freedom of Information Act, it
plainly states that ‘retention is not a viable option' tor
the 160-yearold country house - and outlines the only
other option as 'di and redevelopment’, with
conversoninto flatsthe most likely outcome.

It also suggests that using money from the sale,
residents who had hoped the couldbeused asa
community facility would instead be provided with a
base within changing roomsin the park. )

"The council decided someyearsago, beforeleasing,
it had no use for this particular building," reads the
document. _

To retain the house, it states, would leave the
council with maintenance liability and repair costs
whichit cannot afford.

isin good condition internally and that it is unlikely to
cost more that £50,000 to repair the exterior.

However, it does state that a further £100,000 could
be needed to create 'some defensible space with an
appropriate boundary' around the house.

Discussing possible uses for the Victorian property,
which is currently leased to the British Trust for
Conservation Volunteers, the report admits no coun cil
department has shown any interest in using it.

It adds that converting the house into flats and
retaining it as staff accommodation would prove too
costly and that conversion into a public library - as
suggested by the Friends - is impossible because of
the property's location, its inability to fulfil a lib -
rary's needs, and lack of funding. _

Responding angrily to the report, chairman of
Friends of Red House Park, Sarah Carter, pleaded
with Sandwell Council to keep the house.

"This house could provide a heart for our com -
munity," she said. .

"We need a community base; Great Barr has no
glolrgmumty facilities. We have the churches but that is

She added: "They will be selling a section of the
pa(rjl;) - if they sell a section of the park where will it
end?

"That's our park. We will wake up one day and there
won't be a park, there will be a housing devel
opment.

Thisisdespiteits next admission that the property

"And what about culture and heritage? They are
slingours”

She finds the suggestion that money from the sale
could be ring-f to provide community facilities
inthepark for thegroup, offensive. .

"They'll give us awooden hut to meet in so we can
continueto raisemoney for them,” said MsCarter.

"That isinsulting to us."

She added: "There are lots of grants out there the
council could get. Themoney isout thereto access.

"But al they want isto sdll that land for flats which
will bring in more noney and mean they don't haveto
pay for upkeep.”

Sandwell cabinet member for regeneration and
transport, Cllr Bob Badham, said no final decision
hadpl?eaw made. ih h )

"Any proposals will have to go to the appropriate
cabinet advisory team," hesaid.

"Information such asthis briefing is gathered as a
matter of routine when reports are being compiled for a
cabinet advisory team and there may wdl be others
gggd_ed before the matter goes to members for any

son.

* Do you think the house should be sold or retained
a]ﬁ Put to community use? Next week the ver
wi

aunch a campaign for public consultation, giving
Y OU the chance to put in writing your views on the
galeh(gj the Red House before a final decision is
reached.

That's our park. We
will wake up one
day and there won't
be a park, there will
be a housing
development'

The historic Red House should be sold, a council document reveals.



